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Mrs. Eleanor Smith. 
ca vant 
7 was TY or me, a 

456 we, fell, that the Me- 
mory 0 Pd Mr. Smith 
wanted no human Art to 
embalm it; having a ſufficient Fra- 
\ grancy in is /elf, to render it immor- 
ral. otherwiſe, when reſſed me 
into this Service, (of Io ers unfit to 
perform it) ou would not ſeem to have 
_ well conſulted the Regards you owe to 
his valuable Name. © h 
8 I could account for your deſirin g this 
at my Hands, no other ways in my 
oꝛon Thoughts, * this, that you knew 
the entire Reſpect and Afeclion JHA 
70 the deceaſed, and was willing to 
| A 2 groe 


Maran, 


The . 
me a "Op Ipportunity #0 fen 


give 


| the Wald. "has Libs 
| entituled, merely bythis, 70 the ja 
| you have done me „/in mace this was common 


z0 many others wh my ſelf: It being | 
Hl, that fo much real Warth 
bould not meet with an anfwernble Re- 
ſpeft and Value, from every one that had 
the Happineſs to be ds with 
him 3 
The Diſcourſe it ſelf, 22 as it 
5 now put into your Handi; ift ; 
may be able t0 read, hf var ae. ; 
Cari in the Occafin ton of. it We 
not Be yo to hear. 6 
In the peruſal of it you will obſerve, 1 ; 
" have attempitd thoſe Things which, thro f 
0 
7 


'zhe drome Bleſſing, 'might more e pe- 

cially be ſerviceable to your ſelf, as one 

mit ſenſibly afected with the late Pro- 

didence. If I have in any Meaſure 

1 anſwered that End, and thereby, next 
| uno God, ap roved my ſelf to you, . 
by | hall be theleſs ſolicitous about its Re- Wl 7 
. ception with other Perſons, A 5 
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I need 


The DHI f 0 16 N. 


eb int ꝛcl. ya, ut the A — 
rvunir ef the Santss 2 Deaventy Gift 
Fial 0 if Patience, and P porn 
* Ne * That all Mit gur ought 
25 Je extingiltfhed, e ro de 7 
iel, in ed Ne Thing 'vþ at Befalls us; 
fence his are not barely equidl, 
2 Air Derby 2 "Tratth 40 Es as lee, 
His Covenant. That whey he ſinites, 
Hs wirh an healing Han; and, thou 2 
ie caſts us down, he will rebiwe NY. 
gain, as many a dark and thundrin 'g 
Night has been ſucceeded by a bright 
Morning: Aud if you art helped to ac- 
cept this Correction, it will be a Means to 
make you ſhme in Meekneſs, Patience, 
Humility, and Reſignatiou 7o'the Will 
of God: In theſe Things you are al- 
"_ mſtrutted. 
hall therefore only add my . 
75 Wiſhes, that this humbling 7 
dence may be iruly [anflified to you 
and-yours : Thai you may feel everlaſt- 
ing Arms put underneath you, to preſerve 
_ bi from fainting in an Affhiction, 
Dou can be in no Danger ſure of de- 


ſpiſmng ; 


The DED IAT TON. 
Hpiſing: That thoſe render Plants abu 
your Table, as they grow up, may be 
an Honour to a deceaſed Parent, and 
a Comfort io their living one: That your 
hopeful Son Abroad, may be returned 
70 you in Safety, with the Spirit. and 
anoiming, of him that has now recei- 
ved his Crown ; and be every way 2 1 
ted for that high Calling to which he is 
deſigned. Theſe are the hearty Deſares 
and Prayers for you and yours, of, 


Mapa, 
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Your ſympathizibg Friend, { 


8 5. and faithful Servant, 


M. CLARK E. Wu 
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And when the chief Shepherd ſhall 


appear, ye ſhall receive a Crown 
of Glory that fadeth not away. 


1 HIS, my friends, is to us a day 
] of humbling and rebuke. Light 
afflictions ſpeak ; greater ones a- 
maze: may our ſpirits be ſuited 
— co the Providence, and the ſad- 
neſs of our countenances be a means to bet- 
ter our hearts. We are called, if God will 
help us, to improve the death of that excel- 
lent man, who was for you a faithful miniſter 
of Chriſt. 

Tnar veſſel, which held the precious trea- 
ſure, whereby your ſouls have oft-times been 
enriched, is now broken; alas! it was an car- 


hen one, as all are, into which God puts the 
Peavenly treaſure. This therefore is not to be 
Fondred at, as if ſome ſtrange thing had hap- 
ed, conſidering man's mortal frame, even at 
is belt eſtate; and that this veſſel had already 
laſted 


685) 
laſted almoſt ſeventy years. Miniſters under 
the Goſpel are no more ſuffered to continue, 
by reaſon of death, than the prieſts were un- 
der the law: they muſt dye as. others do, in 
their ſeveral generations, that they may 109 1 
from their labours, and receive their reward. It 
is what every one knows, though not what e- 
very one lays to heart; 1 pretend to tell you no 
news, in ſaying no man's piety, no man's uſe- 
fulneſs, any more than any man's - greatnels, 
will exempt him from the ſtroke of death. | 
Zour fathers, where are they? The Prophets 
themſelves, do they live for ever? You of | 
this congregation know they do not, having | 
had ſeveral eminent, and faithful miniſters, 
who once watched for your ſouls; buried gut | 
of your ſight *. But tho this is not a thing tobe 
wondted at, there are ſome circumſtances at. 
tending the Providence, which render it more 
than commonly afflictive to us. 

As to himſelf indeed, a good man, a faiths 
ful miniſter, is prepared to meet the laſt ene- 
my, in any ſhape whatſoever; at all times, 
and in all places, either at home, or abroad, 
wherever the meſſenger meets him, he obeys 
the ſummons with an holy reſignation of ſoul, 
and dies like Moſes, at the commandment of 
the Lord, let it be when, and where, or how, 
and in what manner he pleaſes, whois the Lord] 
of our lives, and has our times in his hands. 


t of our ſpirits may call for them ij 
| r. Howe, Mr, Juen Mr. Roſewe!l, and now 7 
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(9) 
his pleaſure, and his ſeryants reſign them at 
that call. But as to us, there is ſomething in 
the circumſtances of this death, which does 
not a little aggravate the afflition ; as that it 
ſeized him ſo ſuddenly when abroad on a jour- 
ney, at a diſtance from many of his friends, 
and at a time when we flattered our {elves, 
God had anſwered our prayers, and would ſpare 
this valuable life yet alittle longer; he being ſo 
far recovered as to be able to go abroad ſeveral 
times; and finding his ſtrength ſo much reſto- 
red, deſigned a return home, which was a 
thing, he ſeemed very. much to defire : when 
on the morning of the day fixed for his intend- 
ed journey, a violent, convulſion ſeized him at 
once, and in leſs than half an hour, put an 
end to all his thoughts; without his being able 
to ſpeak one word to thoſe about him: ſo that 
he, who left his habitation, as we often do ours, 
with hopes of ſeeing it again; never viſits it 
more; and inſtead of returning to his houſe; 
is gone to his long home; and we had our laſt 
ſight of him, when we little ſuſpected it, and 
muſt now ſee his face no more at all. This is 
our affliction! Here is the cauſe of our grief! 
ſo it is to all of us; but eſpecially to his ſutvi- 
ving Relatives; among whom the diſtreſſed 
widow, may take up Naomis words, in part 
at leaſt, and ſay, Thie Lord hath teſtified againſt 
me, the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly — 
me; I went out full, full of joy and comfort; 
full of hopes, with the 8 comfort of m tes ; 
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( 10 ) 
but the Lord hath brought me home empty ; 
I went out with a //Uing, but came home with 
a dead husband; call me Mara; that is a name 
moſt agrecable to my preſent circumſtances ; 
for God hath dealt bitterly with me, and I am 
now a woman of a ſorrowfu! ſpirit. 1 
Mary our Lord God, even our Father, 
comfort your hearts under this ſore ſtroke. 
This: work is the Lord's, he takes it upon 
himſelf, IJ, even I, am he that comfort. 
eth ther. But he puts it upon his ſervants, 
and commands them, ſaying, comfort ye, 
comfort e my people, ſpeak ye comfort- 
ably to them. But wherewithal, and how 
ſhall we comfort you? What ſhall I ſuggeſt; 
that may alleviate your grief? What lenitive 
ſhall we bring to aſſwage your ſorrow ? I could 
think of no more likely, or more effectual 
way, (if God would make it evident to our 
faith,) to quiet your minds, under this afflic- 
ting Providence, than to turn your thoughts 
to that happineſs, the faithful are immediately 
poſſeſſed of upon their departure hence. Our 
loſs indeed is great, | very great; but their gain 
is vaſtly greater. They enter into peace, they 
reft in their beds, each one walking in their 
2 Could we follow them by the 
ye of our faith into the other world, and look 
within the veil to ſee the glorious crowns 
they wear, the ſhining robes wherewith they 
are arrayed, whilſt we are clad in mourning ; 
could we lay our cars to the heavenly muſick, 
* and 
+ 


6 
and hear the divine conſort; the hallelujahs, 
the ſhouts, the ſongs of joy and triumph, 
wherewith the heaven of heavens reſounds; 
whilſt we hang our harps upon the willows, 
and find our hearts out of tune, for Zions 
ſongs: could we ſee where and what they ate, 
know how it is with them, what they are 
doing, how they are employed; and in one 
word, what glorious creatures they are, we 
ſhould even be tranſported with the thoughts 
of their bleſſedneſs, and only long to be 
ſharers with them in their joys. Come then, 
my friends, let us comfort our ſelves with 
theſe things! with thoſe words, which God 
has put into our mouths by the hands of his 
ſervant Peter, who tells us, Ihen the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, all his faithful miniſters, 
ſhall receive a crown of life, that fadeth not 
away. os, 
Berore I come directly to conſider the 
words, I would obſerve to you, that though 
the life of every true Chriſtian, is juſtly re- 
preſented in the facred Writings, as a ſpiritual 
watfare ; yet this character is much more appli- 
cable, and with till greater propriety, belongs 
to Goſpel miniſters : ſince they are not only 
obliged to contend with thoſe enemies, that 
militate directly againſt Chemſelves, and hazard 
their own ſalvation ; but, as overſeers of the 
flock, they are called to watch over the ſouls 
of others, and ſo are under a double obliga- 
tion; firſt, from the law of nature, to be e- 
B 2 amples 


(12) 
amples to others in ſaving themſelves, and then 
from the law of their office, to be in/{ruments 
in ſaving others. They have all the difficul- 
ties of private Chriſtians; they are themſelves 
compaſſed with the infirmities, others com- 
plain of; and ſubject to the ſame paſſions, by 
which others are too often overcome: they 
have their own corruptions to mortify; their 


own peculiar temptations to reſiſt : they have, 


in a word, all that to do for themſelves, 
which any other perſons have; and beſides all 
this, they watch for the ſouls of others, the 
care of the flock is upon them, they are ſet for 
the defence of the Goſpel, &c. So that if 
Chriſtians, above other men, then miniſters, 
above other Chriſtians, are engaged in a ſpiritu- 
al warfare: And as the ſphere of their mo- 
tion is larger, their work greater and more dif- 
ficult, the oppoſition they meet with more 
fietce and violent; on their part it calls for 
greater capacities, a more eminent degree of 
ſtrength, courage, and reſolution; and conſe- 
quently they need more than ordinary encou- 
ragement from God: And hence it is, we ſtill 
find peculiar promiſes made to theſe, of God's 
gracious preſence and afiſtance here, and aſſu- 
rance given them of a more ample-and abun- 
dant recompence hercafter, that their:encou- 
ragements might bear a proportion to their 
work and ſervice. The ſchoolmen ſpeak, in 


their way, of three aureola's, as an additionab 


acceſſion ta the eſſential happineſs of Saints 
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in the other world; and one of them they 
aſſign to the teachers of the Church. And 
— ground there ſeems to be for this from 
what the Scriptures ſpeak of a Prophet's re- 
ward, as exceeding that of a righteous man; 
and the intimations they give us, that they 
'who are ſo far honoured as to be inſtruments 
in turning others to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine 
with a brighter glory, and wear a heavier 
crown than others. This encouragement the 
Apoſtle Peter, in particular, gives his fellow 
2 to faithfulneſs in their office, that when 
the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they, above 
others, ſhall receive the crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. Having premiſed this, 
I proceed to obſerve to you, that there are 
two things the Apoſtle does in the beginning 
of this chapter. 

Firſt, He exhorts the ſpiritual guides to 
a faithful diſcharge of thoſe duties, which, 
by virtue of their office, they were obliged 
to perform; and this he does in the three 
firſt verſes. The elders which are among 
you I exhort, who am alſo an elder, feed 
the flock of God, &c. and then, 

Secondly, HE enforces this exhortation 
by the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful mo- 
tive, in the words of the text; And when 
the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, &c. which 
words contain in them the ſubſtance of all 


Jour hopes, as they tell us the ſeaſon when 
; we ſhall enjoy them to the full. 4. 4. 
4 — Tue work I have ſet before you, is at- 
: « tended 
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& tended with its peculiar difficulties ; it re- 
« quires painful diligence and induſtry ; = is 
ce a work of the greateſt importance to the 
c honour of God and the ſouls of men: but 
ce take courage, my dear brethren and fel- 
« low elders ; doubt not to encounter theſe | 
« difficulties ; fear not to venture upon the 
& work ; never ſink beneath the weight of 
« your burden; be not weary and faint in 
te your minds, but be of good heart. Ply the 
e oarz grudge no pains ; afſure your ſelves, | 
* your labour ſhall not be in vain, it ſhall 3 
ce not altogether want ſueceſs at preſent, and 
« if you are faithful, be aſſured, you ſhall not 
ct mils of a full reward hereafter ; for when | 
* the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall | 
ce receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not 
te away. This is honour enough! more than 
c amends for our (at the beſt but) poor 
cc © ſervices. 
Tux opening and improving theſe words 
will naturally lead us to endeavour the three 
following particulars. 


[ I. To repreſent to you, the reward it ſelf | 
| here promiſed, which is, a crown of glory Ar 
4 bat fadeth not away. 


II. To ſhew you, the time when this glo: 
rious reward ſhall be received, and — is, Me 


| whe the chief Shepherd * appear ; and, . 


III. To conſi der, who the perſons are char 


1 | 
ſhall be partakers of all this glory ; and they 


\ Bf 
- 
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ate more eſpecially, tho not only, thoſe guides 
and oyerſecrs, that faithfully obſerve the fore- 
going direction, ye. all receive, &c. 

Wr are then, 


I. To repreſent to you, the reward it ſelf 
here promiſed ; and this is no other than 
what the Apoſtle had told them, v. 1. he 
himſelf hoped to be a partaker of. Who am 
an elder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of 


| R Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of the glory that 
all be revealed. Whatever his pretended 
r ſucceſſors do aim at, it nevet entred into 
his heart that the office of an elder would 
ever advance him to ſome of the greateſt 
t honours and preferments of this world. He 
a never ſought great things for himſelf, nor 
r expected to partake of them; all that. he hop- 
ed for was to be a partaker of that etern 

is glory which now lay very much hid, but 
e would be revealed at the coming of Chriſt, 


And what he aimed at himlelf he recom: 
mends to others, being careful to take off their 
inds from the mean poor views of filthy lucre 
End worldly advantages. Thoſe things he re: 

| Wnoves out of their ſight, and calls off their 
yes from gazing on a worldly lufre ; he 


o: Neaches them to trample on ſordid gain, and 
is, Neſpiſe the world's pompous vanities. He 
, ce told a man, that expected an alms ra- 


er than a cure, Silver and gold have I none; 
hae 4 2 now that he is giving directions to his 
1 fellow 


(36) 


fellow elders, he expreſsly cautions them .a- i 
gainſt aiming at filthy lucre, tho' his pretend- 


ed ſucceſſors have, by degrees, raiſed them- 
ſelves till they come to rival kings, and equal 
the pririces of the earth in wealth and pow- 
er: with what regard to the apoſtolical ca- 
non, let any one judge! So different was 
the ſpirit and behaviour of the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter from that of his pretended. ſucceſſors, ſuch | 
ſtrangers ate they, and ſo unlike to one ano- 
ther, one muſt conclude, ſure they can never 
be akin, how much ſoever they boaſt of be- 
ing lineally deſcended from him. Did he make 
the elders of his day, or thoſe that ſhould ſuc- 
deed himſelf, or them, any promiſes ? Did he 
give them any expectation of a triple crown, 
large pattimonies, a power over the Kingdoms, 
eſtates, bodies and conſciences of men? So. 
far from it, when he comes to inforce his 
exhortation upon them, he carefully guards 
againſt any ſuch pretenſion, and teaches them 
tp pals by with an holy ſcorn, all the pitiful . 
pageantty of this periſhing life, and deſpiſcM - 
thofe trifles that inchant a carnal heart. But,, 
f 


having removed theſe things out of their ſight, 
he takes care to ſubſtitute in their room 
what is infinitely more to their advantage, 
and Yor of their ambition ; which is, no 
leſs tha a crown of glory, that fadeth. not 
away. And this he gives them the promiſe of, 
not to make them mercenary and ſervile, 
but hearty and chearful in theit Maſter's work. 
The reward then is, C 
"OY | A cg]. 
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. ES CROWN! 232 of glory and 4 r 
.i 1 glory that fadeth not aua, To make our 
future and inviſible ſtate, more intelligible to 
us, the Scriptures, we 175 deſcribe it by ſen- 
ſible repreſentations ; it being hard, for us, 
8 whilſt out ſouls are cloathed with fleſh, to 
conccive of heavenly: things, but by images 
h taken from material and canhle objects; the 
3-8 blcſled, therefore, are often detcribed; as id a 
er kingdom, on a throne, with crowns on their 
e- heads, Sc., Here iss, 

e Firſt, A c RO. N z. a big . and pes 
c- Gugds great in the cars of men; the pro- 
1e miſed reward is ſo called to denote, 

n, tik, The dignity and excellency of that 
5, ate to which the bleſſed, are, advanced in the 
Sold other world, and the honour God there puts up- 
ais .on his faithful ſervants. It is his pleaſure to 
ds give them a kingdom, and raife them to roj- 
ml 4/ dignity. It is ſo called alſo. to denote, 

ful 2%, Tue amplitude and fulneſs of the 
iſe Aer glory. A crown, by reaſon of its 
url figure compaſſes the head on (every fide, 
ht, 10 the ſouls of the bleſſed are ſurrounded 
With celeſtial glory. The whole man, cach fa- 


ge, culty of the ſoul, and, at length, cvery mem- 
no ber of the body, entirely , ſhares in this hap- 
not pineſs. There is a fulneſs of joy at God's rigut 
of, and; there the faithſul are filled with all the 


love and delight in God their ſouls can hold. 
be Divine goodneſs is fully manifeſted to 
mem, his glory put upon them; and the whole 
man made perfectly — It is alſo ſo called. 

3 


648) 
3%, To intimate to us, that this is a 
prize, and given after ſtriving and conqueſt. 
It is ſtilled the prize of our high calling, 
Phil. iii. 14. If we expect to receive it, we ⁶ 
muſt run, ſtrive, wreſtle for it, and that law- 
fully, with diligence and ſucceſs; no man 
elſe can hope to be crowned. 
FaRTHER, this is ſaid to be, ; 
Secondly, A crown of glory. The Captain 
of our ſalvation was contented once to wear Þ 
crown of thorns, as if he had been a mock ! 
prince, but has purchaſed and prepares for his 
followers a crown of glory, having made | 
them real, tho' ſpiritual kings unto God. 
This denotes the ſplendour and brightneſs of 
the heavenly ſtate, in which we change all 
our troubles here below for thoſe joys that 
are above ; that wondrous bliſs, which hea- | 
ven reſerves in ſtore, which heaven, and only | 
heaven can give us. 
Trar day is all high noon ; one con- 
tinued, perfect ſunſhine without a ſingle 
clond to overcaſt the light; there ſouls ſhine | 
with the brightneſs of the ſun in the fir- 
mament, ſwim in an ocean of pleaſure, 
bathe themſelves with unconceivable de- 
light in thoſe rivers that run at God's right 
hand, and ſun themſelyes for ever in the 
light of his conntenance. There is no night 
at all, they need no candle, neither the 
light of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine 
in it, for the glory of God doth lighten it, 
and the Lamb is the light thereof; the Lord 
＋ S God 
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God himſelf gives them light, and they ſhall | 
, XZ reign for ever and ever. Here is the viſion, 
and fruition of infinite truth and goodneſs, to 
ſatisfy both the underſtanding and will. Then 
comes the bleſſed hour, when we weep no 
more, and live for ever: in that dear place, 
none of thoſe things that here give us ſo much 
trouble, are once known ; age, ſickneſs, pain, 
want, ſorrow, fin. Then deſcending Angels 
crowd the air, and wait to convey the ſouls of 
the faithful to the place, where crowns of 
glory are prepared to reward them. 

Is it be asked, but how long ſhall all this 
continue ? The anſwer to that, leads us to a 
farther commendation of this crown, which is 

Thirdly, That it fades not away. This dou- 
bles the joy, and (till adds to the contentment. 
The pleaſures of that ſtate are as /aftzng, 
as they are full: theſe are for evermore; where- 
as all things here are only for a ſeaſon: the 
1- & pleaſures of ſin, riches and honours, the 
le crowns and kingdoms of this world, all but 
ic I for a ſeaſon. The garlands that crowned the 
r- MF vicors in the Olympick Games, well known 
c , Hat Corinth, made of boughs, and leaves 
e- of trees, and flowers, ſoon withered and fa- 
ht ded. away; they run for a corruptible crown, 
1 Cor. ix. 24. Vea, carthly crowns, made of 
gold and precious ſtones, things much more 
durable and laſting in their own nature; yet 
together with all things elſe, have this mortify- 
ys epithet, corruptible ! Theſe periſh and de- 
ay, like thoſe that wear them: time cats up 
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and deyours them all. But we ſirive, (Hays 
the Apoſtle, {or an incorruptible crotm, ſuch 
3 was neycr worn by any here on earth; be- 
ing only made, and fit for Heaven. The 
wicaths and laurels of this crown are, and will 
be, as freſn to eternity, after millions of ages, 
as at the firſt moment the crown was {et on our 
heads. Ihe happineſs of that ſtate is immor- 


weight of glory, but none arc ever weary of 
Wcaring it; its weight does not make it a burden. 


Heay cn all things are new. The ſpring of our 


riſc from the feſtival table ; — preſence of 
God will never cloy us, nor ſhall we ever be 
weary, of bcholding the face of our glorified 
Redecmer. The ſun of nature never fails to 


enlighten and rcireth the carth, and ſhall not | 
the brightneſs of God's face, the glory of the 
jun of righteouſneſs, much more give us freſh | 
War tlie beatitick | 
object is clearly revealed, and for ever enjoyed, 
the contemplation of it conſtant and uninger- 
rupted; for we always ſee, love, IEjOYCE in, 


and pleaſing entertainments? 


and ſerve the bleſſed God. 


 BrirtLy, the ſtate is always * and flow 
Ane Without decay in it ſelf, or diſlike to 
Lr is an inheritance incorruptible, an im- 


— crown, a glory that fadeth not away, 


reſerved 


tal, which adds an infinite weight to their 4 
glory; the ſecurity of their joy, redoubles 
the. {wcerneſs of it. It is a maſſy crown, A 4 


Fear not being palled by long enjoyment, in a 


joys never dries up, nor will the heavenly man- 
na cver grow out of taſte, though we never 


| 


(2x ) 
reſerved in heaven for us; and there to be re: 
ceived from the hand of God, as a largeſs of 
divine bounty; a gift of his mere grace and 
mercy; ſince, when we have done all, we are 
but unprofitable ſervants ; and it becomes us, 
as the four and twenty elders do, to caſt our 
crowns before the throne of God, ' Rev. iv. 
10. ſaying, Worthy art thou, not we, to re- 
ceiue glory, and honour, and potwer. They 
owe all their grace, and all their glory, to him 

and is grace; whatever they are in time, and 
fBhope to be to eternity, all this they are by the 


„„ 
e 
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1. grace of God; to him they owe all their vic- 
na tctories, and crowns; all their honours and ad- 
ir F wvancement. This then is the reward here 
1- WY promiſed. And theſe are no vain ſpeculations ; 


er no fabulous romantick deſcriptions of groves 
of and fields, rills and ſtreams; no fictions, and 
de dreams of pleaſure and happineſs, but the true 
d fayings of God; and only require our faith 
to to be more ſtrongly exerciſed about them. In- 
ot deed, the reality of this bleſſedneſs does infi- 
he nitecly excecd all theſe faint reſemblance, and is 
rather leſſened by compariſons taken from 
carthly things; for there is no compariſon be- 
tween them. Had any man the tongue, as 
well as the underſtanding, of an angel; and 
could he write down his deſcriptions, with a 
pen taken from the wing of a flying cherubim, 
it will be confeſſed, when we come to taſte 
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lead us to the next general head, which is 


II. To ſhew, the time when this crown of i 


glory ſhall be received; and that is, when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear; viz. Chriſt je- 
ſus, who is here called a ſhepherd : ' the chicf 
Shepherd, who will, it's ſuppoſed, at length ap- 
pear; and when he does fo, the faithful ſhall 
then reccive their crown. Thistells us, 

Firſt, Taar Chriſt is a ſhepherd. Under 
this title and character, he is often promiſed, 
propheſied, ſpoken of, and repreſented to us 
in Scripture; he is, it's true, the Lamb of 
God, and yet theShepherd of the ſheep; in which 
there is not the leaſt inconſiſtency. In his 
death he was the Lamb of God, as he laid down 
his life to purchaſe the flock; in his reſurrec- 


tion, he is the Shepherd of the ſheep, as he | 


reccived and employs his life to feed the flock. 
This contains in it, the ſeveral offices of the 
great Mediator, which are the foundation of 
all the bleſſings we expect and receive from 
God, and of all the praycrs and praiſes we 
offer up unto him. And there is hardly any 
relation, that gives us a clearer idea of his love, 
tenderneſs, and affection, to his people; his 
care of them, his compaſſion towards them, 
watchfulneſs over them, his diligence and 
faithfulneſs to provide for, and ſecure them. 
But he is alſo called, 


Secondly, Tat chief Shepherd. Some- | 
times he is ſpoken of as the geod Shepherd, John i 


received? The ſatisfying that enquiry, wil! 
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= x:11, he knows his ſheep, takes care of them, 
= nay, he lays down: his life for them. In this, 
indeed, he appears to be a Shepherd ; 
this is an inſtance, of goodneſs, without a pa- 
rallel; we haye not words ſufficient to expreſs 
it, nor is there an example to illuſtrate it; ſuch 
.goodnels, till then, was never heard of, nor 
ever will. He is alſo called, 1 
Tux great Shepherd: The God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead, that great 
Shepherd of the ſheep, &c. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 
Others may be ſhepherds, and in their mea- 
ſure good ſhepherds, but none. of them are 
that Shepherd, that great Shepherd. ohn 
was a burning and ſhining light, but he was 
not that light. Jeſus is that great Shepherd 
of the ſheep ; ſo he is in his perſon, his flock, 
his ſervice, care, and charge. 
Ax is great in his Perſon, for he is the great 
God. So the Apoſtle ſtiles him, Tz. ii. 13. 
Looking for the bleſſed hope, and glorious ap- 
pearance of the great God, and our Saviour. 
Tris appearance is expreſly aſcribed in the 
text to the chief Shepherd, and can be ap- 
plied in this place to no other than the Son, 
in whom theſe two are happily united, the 
Saviour and the God. He is the great HHep- 
herd, for he is the great God. Theſe two cha- 
racters meeting in one perſon, fully ſecure our 
happineſs, and make up all our comfort. In 
all his glory, he ſtoops to be a Saviour; and 
al the things he does as a Saviour, are the acts 
of a God. God was manifeſted in the fleſh : 
| God 


1 

God laid down his life, and purchaſed the 
Church with his blood, Gr. How happy is tie 
conjunction then, hen ſuch power and love, 


greatneſs and goodneſs, meet together in the 
fame perſon? He is not too creat, to under- 


take our ſalvation, for he is the go Shepherd; 


nor too feeble, to accompliſh and effect! it, for a | 


he | is the great God, He is great alſo, | 


I his flock. That is all bis own, given to 


1 


him, and purchaſed by him; and this, tho 


comparatively a little flock, yet abſolutely, and q | 


m-it (elf conſidered, is vaſtly large; {6 gteat, 


that no man can number it. This flock con- 4 
ſiſts of all the choſen of God, from the begin- 
ning of the world, ro the end of time. All 
the faithful that have been in former ages, and 
are now diſperſed up and down; and fcattered 


over the face of the earth, they are all his flock; 


=_— 
„ 


which leads us to obſcrve once more, hc is 2 


great, 


perſon : he ſces to it, and takes care that not 
one of them be loſt: in all this, he is nail, 
to his traſt, and ſaves them to the uttermoſt. 


Now if theſe things will make a perſon g great, , 


then is Chriſt 7he great Shepherd of the fee. 


IN his care and charge, in the Wk and ſer- 
vice he performs; for he buys and purchaſes 
this flock, he gathers it and feeds it; he has the 
overſight of the whole; they arc all com-| 
mitted to his care, and made his charge: he 
preſcribes laws, and gives rules to them; he 
provides tood for them, and grants chem his 
ptotection; and finally ſaves them, to a ſinglc | 


(25) 

But the title given him in the text, is that, of 
Tas chief Shepherd. Than which, no- 
thing could be more pertinent to the Apoltle's 
deſign, who here ſpeaks of the Church as a 
flock, and of miniſters as overſeers of this 
flock, whoſe work it is to feed it. He lets us 
know then, that the beſt and higheſt of theſe, 
even thoſe, that by reaſon of their more exal- 
ted and cnlarged capacities for the holy office, 
are raiſed much above their. brethren, and far ex- 
cel them in learning, knowledge and underſtand- 
ing, gifts and graces, and may juſtly be called, 
= burnmg and ſhining lights; that theſe are all 
but under ſhepherds to Chriſt, the chief Shep- 
= herd. He is infinitely ſuperiour to them all: 
From him they receive their office and com- 
miſſion; it is in his name, and by his authori- 
ty, they act, and to him at laſt they are ac- 
countable, for all they have had, and done. For, 

T (which is the next thing to be conſidered) 
| Thirdly, This chief Shepherd will at length ap- 
pear. This is here ſuppoſed, and taken for grant- 
ed. He once appeared in the end of the world, 
or in the laſt of the ages, to put away ſin, by 
„the ſacrifice of himſelf, and once offered him- 
e to bear the ſins of many, Heb. ix. 26, 
„27. And to them that look for him, will he 
„appear a ſecond time, without ſin, unto ſal- 
vation: What this appearing is, and when it 
ſnall be; how long he will ſtay when he comes, 
and what he will do, are things we know but 
ittle of: Only in the general, whenever it is, 
+) ve are {ure it will be a glorious appearance. 
And Whereas before, he came in an humbled 
DO D | ſtate 
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"Nate, and in the form of a ſervant, he will 
come again in a glorious manner, with all the 


pomp and ſplendour of a king; in the glory of 
his holy Angels, in his owz glory, and in the 


glory of his Father. 


AND as this will be the anner of his appear- 
ing, ſince he comes as the chief Shepherd; it 
is natural to ſuppoſe, that the end of it, among 
other things, will be to take an account of all 
his under ſhepherds, and miniſters; how they 
have diſcharged their office; to know of them 
what they did with his ſheep; ; what care they 
took of his flock ; whether they watched over 
it, and fed it, or only fed themſelves; what 
compaſſion they had on them, under all their 
wants and weakneſſes; whether they ſtrength- 
ned the diſcaſed ; healed that which was ſick ; 
bound up that which was broken; brought a- 
gain that which was driven away, and ſought 
that which was loſt. Theſe are things will 
come under a ſtrict enquiry, in the day of 
Chriſt's appearance. And, 

Fourthly, ThEN it is, that his faithful * 
vants ſhall receive the crown of glory; which 
by no means ſuppoſes, that no part of their 
bleſſedneſs ſhall be received, till Chriſt's ſecond 
coming; but only tells us, Hat is the time, 
when their enjoyment of it ſhall be compleat; 
and then the reward ſhall be fully and finally 
diſpenſed : but immediately upon their finiſh- 
ing the work given them to do, though their 
bleſſedneſs be not abſolutely, and in all de- 
grees complcat, yet, then, the crown laid up 


for them, ſhall be (ct upon their heads. Ha 
| ving 


(27) 
| ving thus repreſented to you; the reward it 
; ſelf, and ſhewn you the time when it ſhall be 
f WW received; I come in the laſt place, 


III. Toſhew who are the perſons that ſhall 
- WW be partakers of all this glory. Every one at laſt 
| would be catching at this glorious crown, even 
thoſe that now trample upon, and deſpiſe it; 
that laugh at it, and make a jeſt on't ; as what in 
theirthoughts, bears no proportion to the Mam- 
mon of unrighteouſneſs; and who therefore, 
like him that is reported to have faid, he had 
rather have his part in Paris, than in Paradiſe, 
look only at preſent things and ſeen; even 
theſe, when their eyes are opened, and 
themſelves entring upon the unſeen world, 
would then gladly take their part in all this bleſ- 
ſedneſs. But hands off, profane ſinners, and 
ungodly wretches! Every one's claim to this 
crown, won't be allowed in the laſt day. 
They that ſhare in this bleſſedneſs, are ſuch, as 
fight the good fight of faith; endure tempta- 
tion, are faithful to the death ; look for, and 
love the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. All ſuch, 
and only ſuch, ſhall receive this crown of glo- 
ry. But the words of the text, conſidered in 
me, heir reference to the foregoing, lead us, as 
eat; the preſent. occaſion does, ro apply this pro- 
ally Wniſe, more eſpecially to faithful miniſters. 
iiſh· Ne ſhall receive the crown of glory, you elders, 
hat have had the overſight of the flock, and 
derformed the duty of your office; you ſhall 
eceive this glorious reward. From hence I 
all give you their character in three things. 


D 2 Firſt, 


(28 ) 
Firſt, Taty are ſuch as were called to the 
office and work of oyerſcers: that had the in- 
ſpection of others, and the ſouls of men com- 
mitted totheircare. An important truſt ! eſteem- 
ed ſo by all that arc ſenſible of the worth | 
of ſouls; and conſider the account that muſt 
be given of them to God: but this is not 
all, they have not only the office, and the 
name, but, 

Secondly, Trey, that receive the crown, 
are ſuch as act the part of overſcers; do in- 
deed anſwer their name, and perform the work | 
of their office, they feed the flock ; a name 
that is pregnant with notions of ſpiritual care, 
duty, and benignity, and comprehends the 
whole work of faithful miniſters; a work of 
a vaſt compaſs, and like the commandments of 
God, exceeding broad. They that obtain 
this reward, are truly overſeers, do the work 
of a biſhop, or inſpector. That don't fleece the 
flock, follow their own pleaſures, and prole 
after worldly honours and preferments, but 
feed the flock; endeavour to know its ſtate, 
ſee what they need, and give them their meat 
in due ſeaſon; obſerve how they walk, and 
guide them with ſtrict diſcipline; they inſtruct, 
counſel, admoniſh and comfort, as there is 
occaſion ; ſuch they are, in a word, as natural- 
ly care for the ſouls of men, -and giye full 
proof of their miniſtry, 1 

AND then all this they do, not as driven A 


to it by meer neceſſity, nor by conſtraint, but 
willingly, (v. 2.) They don't perform this 4 


work as a task, nor bear it as a burden, which 
| they il 
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they would gladly get rid of, if they knew 
how to ſubſiſt without it, but do it with a wil 
ling mind, from the pleaſure they take in the 
work, the compaſſion they bear to the ſouls 
of men, the zeal they have for the Redeem- 
er's intereſt in the world, and as thoſe that 
do account it their greateſt honour, to be any 
way ſerviceable to promote it; whoſe joy and 
crown it would be to win fouls, and urn 
men from darkneſs to light, on from the e. 
er of Satan to Gol. 

AN this they do alſo, not as drawn to it, 
by the proſpects of worldly advantage: not for 
f lucres ſake, but of a ready mind, v. 2. 

Nor is this done by them with a lordly 
Foirit, exerciſing a tyrannical power over 0- 
thers: eit her as being lords over God's hers- 
lage, v.3. The flock is God's patrimony, a peo- 
ple fallen to him, as it were by inheritance, 
his clergy or lot, and therefore, others are not 
to lord it over them: their power is utterly ex- 
cluſive of all rigid authority, being given them 
for edification, not for deſtruction; they are 
to be helpers of their joy, and not lords of 
their faith. | 
Thirdly, Tur that receive this crown of 
glory, are ſuch as were examples to others: 
neither as being lords over God's heritage, but 
being examples to the flock, v. 3. As thoſe that 
—. the art of writing, ſet types, or copies, 

before their ſcholars, by which they may form 
their lettets; ſo, the life of every miniſter, 
ſhould be a copy for others to write after. Life- 
Ing is moſt ſuaſive, and ſpeaks with the 

2 | greateſt 
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greateſt evidence: this ſhews men, that the 
rules of religion are practicable, ſince they thgem- 


ſelves are enabled to reduce them to practice. 
Theſe ſhould go before others, in the exerciſe 


of all thoſe graces, and duties, they recom- 
mend to them in their doctrines; and be ex- 
amples to the flock, in converſation, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity; being patterns of meekneſs 
and humility, patience and ſelf denial; of fo» 


$33 
berneſs and gravity, peaceableneſs of ſpirit and 


4 
4 
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| | behaviour, This is/ndeed, to be guides to the 
flock, when we don't only call them to their 


duty, but go before them in it our ſelves; and 
are, not like ſtatues, or hands ſet up in the 
4] road, to direct travellers to a place, towards 
f which they never take one ſtep themſelves, but, i 
| are guides, to ſhew them the way, and go along 
with them, and before them our ſelves. Thus 
ought miniſters to ſhine as lights in their walk, i: 
as well as in the pulpit; elſe in the midſt of a BI 
man's beſt performances, others will be apt to 
remember his perſonal irregularities. We find 
men are diſpoſed to believe one, that ſhews he We 
believes himſelf, and appears to be in good Wt 
earneſt, in all that he ſays ; whereas he that gives WW 
his own doctrine the lye, cannot fairly expect 
another ſhould give it credit. He certainly talks 
with an ill grace, againſt thoſe ſins and vices 
in the pulpit, which he patronizes, and gives 
countenance to in his /zfe; Thou that teach. 
eſt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? If a | & | 1 
man makes a jeſt of his own office, and ralks | g 
of it with froth and levity, he muſt expect o- 4 
thers will make a jeſt of hat, and him too. 
an | 1 
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An unblemiſhed life, gives a man great bold: 
neſs of ſpeech ; when he loſes his authority, 
. Ewhoſc words and diſcourſes are deſtroyed by 
Inis works and actions. Theſe things proftitute 
his office, and forfeit all regard to his inſtruc- 
tons: theſe are the things, that expoſe both 
„Inis perſon and function to contempt ; for no 
$ bodies crimes excite greater abhorrence and de- 
teſtation in the minds of men, than theirs, 
| Z who are devoted to the altar. How happy is 
eit both for themſelves, and others, when mi- 
r 
d 
c 


niſters, to all thoſe convincing arguments, by 
Zwhich they prove the truth and excellency of 
| 1 our holy faith, add plain and ſenſible demon- 

atrations; and let the world ſee in themſelves, 
bat ſort of a man a Chriſtian is? Happy this 
would be for others, ſince ſuch as theſe ſhine 
Was lights, for their guidance in a dark place, 
Wand are moſt likely to edify them; and no leſs 
happy for themſelves, in the ſatisfaction it gives 
them at preſent : For this is our rejoycing, the 
reſtimony of our conſtience, that in ſimplicity 
Wand godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
ut by the grace of God, we have had our con- 
verſation in the world, and much more to you- 
Wards, 2 Cor. i. 12. and then in the proſpe& 
Wand aſſurance it gives them, of a glorious 
Wccompenſe hereafter; with this the apoſtle 
Paul comforted himſelf, living and dying, 
vhen he was ready to be offered up, and the 
me of his departure was at hand; having 
Naubt the good fight, finiſhed his courſe, and 
et the faith; he had the ſatisfaction in him- 
elf, that henceforth a crown of righteouſneſs, 
; | WAS 
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was laid up for him, and ſhould be given 


him by God, the righteous judge: and with 
this it is, the Apoſtle Peter encourages thoſe, 
to whom he gives the foregoing exhprtations, 
That when the chief Shepherd did appear, 

fhould receive the crown of glory whith 
ale nat aπƷ⅛ʒjy, that had ene 
< ral the foregoing rules. | 


1PÞPLICaTiON 


Ax are theſe the perſons, that ſhall re- 
ceive the crown of glory, when the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall appear; then may we not comfort 
our ſelves with this thought, that he whoſe 
death we now lament, is in the actual poſſe 
| Non of all this glory. We would not of courſe 
cry up every one of our departed friends and 
brethren as a nonſuch, and run out into an ex: 
ceſs of praiſe and commendation; as if eyety 
ſtar that ſets, muſt needs be of the firſt magni- 
tude : But I belicye, I have your aſſent to this, 
who knew him bcſt ; that the forementioned 
characters of thoſe, who ſhall receive this crown 
of glory, were as truly exemplified in him, 
and did as much belong to him, as to moſt 
men. Tou are witneſles, ſo long as God lent 
you this loan, how exactly his doctrine and 
life tallied with theſe apoſtolical rules; and 
need not that any ſhould teftify. 
Nov this conſideration has a double aſpect; 
when we conſider what he was, it calls upon ; 
& 
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us to mourn, for what we have loſt, and to 
rejoycc, in what Ye has gained: the more ex- 
. actiy 
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actly he anſwered theſe characters, the more ag 
gravated is our loſs, but then the more enhan- 
ced is his glory; mourn then we ſhould, for 
what we have loſt: ſorrow is here allowed us, 
under due reſtrictions. A ſtoical- ſenſleſneſs at 
ſuch a time, is ſo far from being Chriſtian, it is 
not human. Nature muſt have its way, and be 
a little indulged to expreſs its ſenſible pain, at 
the loſs of what was dear and valuable; tears in 
ſuch a caſe, are the debt we owe to love. Na- 
ture demands them, and grace don't. altogether 
forbid them: who can but drop a tear then, up- 
on this mournful occaſion, and ſigh forth, an 
Ah my brother, my father, my father! the 
chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. 
We are all this day called to lamentation and 
woe, miniſters, elder and younger; theſe have 
loſt a friend, a brother, a father. The con- 
gregation, this has loſt a faithful, skilful guide 
and paſtor; and the family ſure, muſt take a 
deep ſhare in this day's ſorrows; one having loſt 
an affectionate husband, and others a tender and 
indulgent parent: Oh then that our heads were 
waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears, that we 
might weep for our loſs. It will appear great, 
very great, how light ſoever ſome may make it, 
if we conſider what he was. The doing ſo 
much juſtice to his memory, as to ſay what Mr. 
8 92th was, is a province, I acknowledge my ſelf 
Very unfit, for, and therefore wiſhed, and de- 
ſired the ſervice might have been put into ſome 
cher hand, every way fitter to perform it; but 
ace it is forced upon me, I ſhall endeavour, as 
can, to do ſome, juſtice to the memory 
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eh of lo good, ſo great a man, by giving you 
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(34) {8 
my own real apprehenſions and thoughts of him, 

as perſuaded you will readily congur with me 

in the truth of them. | 

Ir was my unhappineſs, to have but a late 
particular acquaintance with him; I call it ſo, 
becauſe all that J did know of him, made me 
wiſh I had known him ſooner and better; 1 
own, I was always pleaſed with his converſa- 
tion, and inſtructed by it, and mult think, in 
him we have loſt a very valuable perſon: whe 
ther we conſider him, 

As a miniſter, and ſo in a publick capacity. As 
ſuch, I think it may be juſtly ſaid, 

He was a conſiderable ſcholar: God had gi- 
ven him great natural endowments, which were 
not ſuffered to ruſt, by floth and idleneſs, but 
well cultivated and. improved by cloſe applica- 4 
tion, and ſevere ſtudy : by which means he had 
acquired a large ſtock of uſeful learning, a great 
fund of neceſſary knowledge, and an eminency | | 
in miniſterial abilities, having a large compaſs of 
thought, great ſtrength of mind; a clear head, | 
and a ſolid judgment. As a miniſter alſo, 

HE was one that kept the faith himſelf. St. , 
Paul reckoned this among his glories; as an A. t 
poſtle, and a Chriſtian, I have kept the faith. q 
This was his honour and comfort, of whom we { 
now ſpeak ; he kept the faith, he contended ll . 
for it; he bore his teſtimony to it, in an hour of t 
temptation. He had both a zeal, and a capa- 
city for its defence. If he was warm at any Wl 
time, it was in his maſter'scauſe, where he judg- Wl, 
ed the honour of his Lord concerned, which i, 
ought to be deater to us, than our lives; where 
zeal is a. commendable virtue, and indifferency 
criminal 
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criminal lu the ſight of God; and was there not 
a cauſe? in a day when the moſt pernicious and 
deſttuctive ertors, ſo highly derogatory to the 
Redecmer's glory, abound amongſt us. But then 
this zeal was of the right ſtamp ; conducted with 
great prudence and diſcretion, and tempered 
with no leſs meekneſs of ſpirit and charity, with- 
ont rancour and bitterneſs. His zeal, like out 
Lord's, did eat up himſelf, not conſume others. 
He was for no fire from Heaven, but that of 
the ſpirit of judgment, and burning, to enlighten 
mens minds, and lead them into all truth; and 
purge us from the drols of errors and corrupti- 
ons. His zeal was for the ſafety, and preſerva- 
tion of truth, without any deſign, or deſite to 
injure mens perſons, to hurt them in their 
names, reputation, and uſefulneſs. His beha- 

| viour was no ways unſeemly towards thoſe; that 
had not altogether the ſame ſentiments with 
himſelf, as to the open avowing their faith, fo 
far as ever I could obſerve; and I have had op- 
portunities, of knowing him pretty well on that 
head. He ſtill went on, contending for the 
truth, in a way, and with a ſp:rzt, - moſt likely 
to ſecure, and promote it; which ſhould: be the 
aim of every honeſt man, and good miniſter z 
ſince the contrary ſpirit, . ſerves only to harder 
others, in their dangerous errors, and prejudice 
© their minds againſt the trurh, Moreover, 
= Tut faith which he kepr, he preached, being 
) Leſirous, that the truth of the Goſpel might 
continue with you. He did indeed, act the part 
ot an overſeer; and, like a good ſhepherd, 


| $ watched over, and fed the flock: this he did 
wich great skilfulneſs and integrity; for he fed 


(36) 
them, as they were able to bear, with ſincere 
milk, and ſtrong meat, with wholſom food, fit 
to nouriſtr the ſouls of men: In dof7rine ſhew- 
ing uncorruptneſe, gravity, ſincerity, ſound 


ſpeech, that cannot be condemned, Tit. ii. 7, 8. 


It appeared by his productions, he did not offer 
that to the Lord, or his people, which coſt him 
nothing; this was evident to all thar heard and 


read them, or would underſtand them. His com- 


poſures were all claborate, ſmelt ſomewhat of 


the lamp; which las I have been told, by his 


neareſt: relative, often burned till after midnight 
in his ſtudy. And being thus laboured, it's no 
wonder, there was nothing in them mean and 


ſpiritleſs; that they were ſo full of excellent 


matter, and good ſenſe; ſo exact for their me- 


thod and order; compoſed and drawn up in ſuch Þ 
an caſy natural ſtyle, with a juſt propricty of 
language. He never affected a ſwell of phra- 
ſes (where you may have a torrent of words, | 


with a drought of ſenſe) to gain himſelf the 
name of a profound ſpeculative preacher ; not 


a quamtneſs of words, to be commended for a 


ine oratour ; nor did he make a ſhew of his own 
ſcholarſhip, to get the name of a learned preacher. 
His endeavour was in a manly, tho'-eaſy addreſs 
to inſtruct mens minds, and warm their hearts; 
being careful ſo to temper things, that his 
thoughts might not ſint, nor his ye ſcwell. 


He ſtudied to bring down difficult things, and 


high in themſelves, to common reach. It was 


not his buſineſs to make plain things dark and un- 
intellgible, (the greateſt ſoloeciſm in preaching ) . 
but dark things, and hard to be underſtood, 
Plain and eaſy; not to obſcure a text, and 
| 1 


KA ; 
thro' a ſhade over it by ſome far fetched and 
uncouth interpretation to amuſe people, but to 
caſt a light upon it by a natural and eaſy un- 
folding of it ; all which ſhewed the rich mine 
whence this precious treaſure was fetched. 

IN a word, his performances were ' ſuch 
as would ſtand the teſt of the moſt judicious 
part of an audience, which it muſt be owned, 
is not always the greateſt ; and for want of a 
| fine delivery, ſome, more taken. with ſound 
= than ſubſtance, might not diſcern their worth, 
nor give them their deſerved eſteem. 5 
JI o conclude this head: As a miniſter, 
H was truly an example to the flock; 
his converſation being of a piece with his doc- 
crine ; one of a holy humble ſpirit, mild and 
peaccable in his temper ; handſome and orna- 
mental in his carriage and behaviour, and in 
a word, a pattern of good works. He did no- 
„ thing to ſtain his character, but many things to 
e adorn it. His life being not barely free from ble- 
r miſhes, which is a low ſize of commendation, 
a but ſhined in all the parts of it, whereby he 
kept up the majeſty of his office: but then, 
r. © Ov loſs will further appear, if we conſider 
| what he was as a Chriſtian in his private capacity; 
and here its plain, his natural and moral qualifica- 
tions were ſanctified by divine grace. This ſhewed 
it ſelf in his domeſfick relations, his friendſhips 


d and whole commerce with the world. 
as WY Wirth what a perfect heart he walked be- 
n- fore God in his houſe ; how careful he was to 


FF ferve the Lord himſelf, and that his houſe 
d, might do fo too; how good in every relation, 
ad s an husband, father and maſter, let them tell 
ro! chat compoſed the family, I need not. In 


(38) 
- , In his fend ſhips, as a minifter and acquarn- 
tance he — lovely and amiable, tho cho of a ſw 


periour judgment to many, not imperious and 
aſſuming in his temper, or ready to dictate 


to any. His carriage towards other miniſters % 


was very exemplary and recommending. He 
was not envious at others greater ſucceſs or 
reſpect, but rejeiced in their increaſe. He 
' ſhewed much of this temper in his carriage to- 
wards that young miniſter, * lately choſen to 


aſſiſt him in the work of preaching, to whom 


he was a friend and a father, affectionate and 


kind, ſtill enquiring after his progreſs and in- 
creaſe, as one that wiſhed and would rejoyce in 


his ſucceſs and encouragement. 
His whole commerce in life allo ſnewed he 


knew the world, had ſtudied men, and was 
well acquainted with human nature; that he had 


converſed with people of character, as indeed. 


He had ſome friends that were perſons of honour i 
and diſtinction; ſo that in ſhort it may be ſaid if © 


of him, he was a gentleman, a ſcholar, a chriſ- 
tian and a good miniſter; to whom we may 
apply that of Demetrius, he had a good report 
of all men, and of the truth it ſelf. This is 
the man, the pious, the holy, the excellent man 


we have loſt. This is the light that is now 


put out, and ſhines no more; and how much 


of heaven leaves our world when ſuch as he 


are removed out of it? 


Bur it is more than time to turn the ſtream 8 


into another channel, and try to divert our ſor- 


row by conſidering thoſe things that tend to al 


leviate* it. 


His multiplied years are matter of thankful: 4 9.— 
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neſs, God having, as was aid at fir, drawn 


out the thread of life near to the common 
ſtage; and continued him to the laſt, in a ſet- 
viceable ſtate; being able, almoſt, to the very 
laſt Lord's-day he lived to do ſomething in his 
Maſter's work, which was ſo much his delight; 
wherein God gave him his wiſh, which was, 
that he might never outlive his capacity for ſer- 
vice, nor be laid aſide from his work, till he 
ſhould be laid in his grave. 
© AND as a farther alleviation of our ſorrow; 
having in ſuch a manner fulfilled his miniſtry, 
and finiſhed. his courſe, we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, he has now received the crown; and 
therefore while we mourn for our loſs, we may 
| rejoyce in his gain. 
As, bleſſed ſoul! being now entered into reſt, 
gebot out of a vain, ſinful, enſnaring, troubleſome, 
contentious world, far from the rage of men, 
uud the ſtrife of tongues; to the realms of light 
1 and love, holineſs, peace and joy. Oh! = 
. WF <rowns, the robes they wear, the harps they 
y hold, the ſongs they ſing in the upper world! 
C 
is 
n 
* 
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If free among the dead, they are joined to the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, to ſin and 
_ ſorrow no more. Bleſſed ſaint! all tears are 
now wiped from his eyes, and therefore let 
not too many be ſeen in yours: with theſe 
Ichings let us comfort one another under this 
heavy ſtroke. 

Leer the children do things worthy of ſuch 
WS parent ; chooſe their father's God, and imi- 
ie their father's virtues. The fair proſprct 
f this hitherto is matter of great thankfulneſs. 
s on then in the ways of holineſs, and per- 
4 ſevere 
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ſevere therein to the end. Sad would it be, 
ſhould the children of miniſters, the ſons of 
ſo many prayers, of ſuch an education periſh 
at laſt ; but we hope better things, tho' we 
thus ſpeak. 85 I 
Ap as for you of this congregation, ſuffer | 
me to ſay, you have ſuſtained a heavy loſs. .It | 
is a long time before perſons are formed to ſo 
much knowledge, capacity and experience as 
he was that is now taken from you. Be ſenſible 
theraore of your loſs; lay it to heart; remem- 
ber and keep in mind the things 'you have 
heard, and approve your ſelves as becomes 
thoſe that have been under the inſpection of 
ſuch eminent guides, and been taught be- 
yond many. Continue in your zeal for reli- 
gion ; abound therein more and more, and in 
your love to one another, and unity among 
your ſelves. Stand faſt in the ſpirit, with one 
mind, ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſ- 
pel; and when your E/zjahs are tranſlated t6 
heaven, be earneſt with God for a double por: 
tion of his ſpirit, that ſome Eliſba may riſe up 
in their room, and you may yet be a flouriſhing 
people. £ A 
Tris then is the uſe we may make of ſuch a 
promiſe, with reſpect to him that has finiſhed his 
courſe : But there is alſo, ſome uſe to be made 
of it, with reſpect to our ſelves, that yet remain 
in the conflict, both as miniſters and Chriſtians. 
I wouLD then take the opportunity and free-· 
dom from hence, to make the following uſe of i 
it, to my ſelf and brethren in the work of the i 
miniſtry. Is there ſach a glorious recompence il 
ſet before us; ſuch a crown of righteouſneſs 
j inc, Too oo 
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Il. Exh: Lex thisfortify our minds againſt all 
the ill uſage, we do, and muſt expect to meet 
with from others. A man that will be faithful 
to Chriſt, is like to find but courſe entertain- 
ment in the world : They that burn in zeal for 
God, muſt look for fiery trials from men: To 
have their picty reproached as hypocriſy, and 
themſelves teviled, as the troublers of 1/rael: 
their perſons, and office, loaded with diſgrace 
and contempt ; deſpiſed, laughed at, and made 
a jeſt of; but having ſuch a promiſe as this, we 
may well ſay, as the Apoſtle, None of theſe 
strings move me, nor do I count my life — to 
ne, that 1 may finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
at length receive the crown of glory. This 
may comfort us, againſt all the diſgrace of male- 
volent ſpirits, and evil tongues; the little flirts 
Jof ſome, and the cruel mockings of others; 
W what arc all theſe, to the glory that will be re- 
vealed, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear? 
If we reckon right, it will be as the Apoſtle did; 
That the ſufferings of this preſent time, are not 
worthy to be compared wit he glory that ſhall 
be revealed, Rom. viii, 18. Were our oF du- 
ly exerciſed on this glorious recompence, it 
would more than anſwer all the extremities; that 
ſenſe could urge upon us: One broad ſight of 
the celeſtial glory, a full look at the things with- 
in the veil, would enable us to beat the greateſt 
difficulties, with patience, and wade thro' the 
deepeſt waters, even ſeas of trouble without fear: 
Leoben hardned himſelf againſt a ſhower of 
ones, not indeed ſo hard as their hearts that 
arew them, when he looked ſtedfaſtly to Hea- 
ven, and ſaw the glory of God, Acts vii. ** & 


F 
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Let us then oppoſe the glory of our hopes, to all 
the abaſement of our ſufferings : let this balance 
all the ignominy and reproach caſt upon us : 'let 
us take courage and lift up our heads, we ſerve | 
a God, that will make us more than a- 
mends, for all we do and ſuffer for his ſake: 
then deſpiſe the ſhame now put upon us, ſince | 
God deſigns us all this honour. Endure hard- 
ſhip as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ; bleſſed ts 
the man that endures temptation, for when he 
is tried, he ſhall receive the crown of life. 
2. Exh. Lxr this encourage and excite us 
to a faithful diſcharge of all the duties, belong. 
ing to our office. Are theſe the perſons, and 
theſe only, that ſhall receive the crown of glo- 
ry; that thus carefully feed the flock, what will 
become of many in the day, when the chief 
Shepherd ſpall appear? If only faithful labour. 
ers ſhall be crowned, where will the loyterers 
appear, when Chriſt ſhall do ſo? Thoſe that 
took the overſight of the flock, from mere ne- 
ceſlity ; that aimed at nothing, but filthy lucre ; 
never fed the flock, but fleeced it; that exerci- 
fed a lordly dominion over their perſons, when 
they ſhould have been helpers of their joy; that It 
were examples to the flock in nothing, but 
what was ſcandalous and reproachful? Should 
we not tremble, to think where theſe will ap- 
pear? And look to it, we are not of this un- 
happy Number ; fee that we feed the flock, ta- 
king the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; not as being lords over God's heritage, 
but examples to the flock z and when the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown 
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e „„ glory. Here is the nobleſt work, and the 
t higheſt motive; a ſerious belief of this, would | 
e cdiraw forth all our active powers, into the 
. i fervice of God. Here is room for our higheſt 
: ambition; the God whom we ſerve, is able to 
© reward us, and intends for us a happineſs, that 
1. W cannot be conceived: what encouragement 
then is here, to faithfulneis, diligence, and per- 
e ſeverance in our work? Let this carry us up- 
Wards, as on cagles wings, and help us to ſoar 
uon high, as birds of Paradiſe, See what's before 
g. Jou, palms, white robes, crowns and kingdoms, 
4 WE ſhouts, and ſongs of praiſe to our great Creator 
d. and Redeemer. Let nothing ſeem hard that he 
requires, grudge no paius in his ſervice ; only let 
of Nus be faithful, and fulfil our miniſtry : that our 
enemies may not reproach us, as having loſt the 
Wſobricty, and ſantimony of our forefathers 
whereby they ſo much recommended them- 
e. Wiclyes to the world; and thatweare now general- 
ly, grown as remiſs and vain, as others: this you 
i. know has been ſaid, and very ſad it would be, 
n if irs truly ſaid, and cannot be refuted, Upon 
this, ſome have built their hopes, that our inte- 


it reſt cannot ſtand long, but muſt neceſſarily fall 
d for want of proper hands to ſupport it. 


LEr this animate us in our work, leſt our 
riends alſo complain, that we have loſt the 
Wpirit of our forefathers, that we are not like 
Whcir old miniſters, upon whoſe labours we are 


I 

mM WORE we don't preach, nor pray; we don't 
e, ive, nor converſe, or appear like them: ſo far 
fl Ws this is true, let us lay it to heart, and enquire 


nat we have done, to loſe the reputation thoſe 
gained, that went before us; and take care not 
F 2 to 
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| to ſink our character, but preſerve or recovet 
| the majeſty and authority of our office. 
Tus encouraged, let us not be ſlothful in 
buſineſs, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience, now inherit this promiſe. | 
Oh let us be faithful, be faithful! that is 
what is laid upon us; be faithful unto death, 
faithful to God that has called us ; to our charge 
and truſt, to the ſouls of men ; for faithful is he 
that hath promiſed, who alſo will do it. 
FINALLr, what has been ſaid to ſome, may 
be applied to all; for this crown of righteouſ- 
neſs, is laid up, not only for ſuch as Paul, and 
other faithful miniſters; but for all thoſe, that 
love, and look for the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Theſe have their courſe to finiſh, their race to 
run; their difficulties and trials, to encounter} 
with; and their rewards, for their encourage- 
ment: let us all then be up and doing, what- 
ever our hands find to be done; and do it with 
all our might; ſince there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave, whi- 
ther we alſo are haſtening. Let us work, whil: 
it is day, the night comes, wherein no man can 
Work; work for God, for the Redeemer, work 
for ſouls, for our own ſouls, and the ſouls of o- 
thers; let us not faint and be weary in our minds 
in due time we ſhall reap if we faint not. Be 
fledfaſt then, my brethren, and immoveable, al 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, having 
an aſſurance, our labour ſhall be ſo far from be- 
ing in vain, That when the chief Shepherd 
hall appear, we ſhall receive a crown of gl 
that fadeth not away, 1 
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L Of the late Reverend 
| Mr. JEREMIAH SMITH 
Attempted, &c. 


0 
et Fx AIN wou'd the grateful muſe attempt 
e- Yo to ſing 

N. Her friend, and is worth due tribute 
Li Could ſhe find numbers even, ſoft, and 


ſtrong, 
Proportion'd to the ſubject of her ſong; 


ile Bur, conſcious of her weakneſs, ſhe declines 
an Th' unequal task, content in humbler lines 
rk To sketch his character, and leave the reſt 

10 happier bards, with higher talents bleſt. 


ds, DEs16N'D for more than common ſervice, heav'n 
Be! To bim the choiceſt furniture had given; 


With a vaſt compaſs and great ſtrength of mind, 


al Nice taſte and zudgment happily were join'd. 
ing Cool was his head, and all his workings free 
"a From hurry, darkneſs, and perplexity; 


Yet warm his heart, which with a gentle heat 
Could the well-form'd conceptions animate. 


Nox did thoſe talents ruſt in idleneſs, 
But patient labour crown'd em with increaſe. 
Treaſures 


| (46) 

Treaſures of uſeful knowledge he had ſtor'd, 
Chiefly from what inſpired books afford; 
Whence, as a well-in{truQed ſcribe, he drew, 
As juſt occaſion call'd, old things and new; 
And both in words expreſſing well his thoughts, 
Forth he for uſe, not oſtentation, brought. 
No words that could be ſhocking thought, or mean, 
In his moſt free performances were ſeen ; 
Nor vain and ſwelling ones did he affect, 

Or quaint politeneſs : Eaſy and correct 

Ever his ſtile, nor gtaring was, nor coarſe, 
And neither wanted poliſhing, nor force. 


Tu E preacher, how to chuſe his ſubject, knew; 
Still what he ſaid was fit, as well as true; 
And moſtly did his audience entertain , 
= ſerious truths, things practical and plain, 
ich might inſtruct the mind, and warm the heart 
Of men unskill'd in criticiſm and art. 


IN handling ſubjects difficult and high, 
Far as the ſtrongeſt ſight could reach, he'd fly; 
And ſweetly then (ſo apt he was to teach!) 
Bring all within a common hearer's reach; 


Soar'd like an eagle, Milighted like a dove. 


And, while to vi, auditor he ſtroye, 


Arrach'p to truth with no ſiniſter views, 
He in her ſervice falſhood feorn'd to uſe, * 
And would not nature's order ſweet invert, 

By paſſing to the judgment thro” the heart. 
Firſt to convince the mind he always try'd, 
And the affections regularly guide, 

That mens Religion, from illuſion free, 
Might all a reaſonable ſervice be. 


YET he full wel! the place of reaſon knew, 
That fhe is not the meaſure of what's truc; 
But when ſhe hears eternal wiſdom's voice, 
Humble ſubmiflion ought to be her choice, 
Gladly to liſten to the heavenly lore, 
Receive its dictates, and diſpute no more, 
Waiting the dawn of an eternal day, 
To chace the ſhades, which compaſs truth, away. 


REASox, thus guided by a higher light, 
Led kim, when preaching, and when call'd to write. 


. 


In all he for the publick did prepare, 5 
Strong reaſon and ſtrong faith united were. a 
His happy followers were taught to ſhun 
Th'extremes to which minds uninſtructed run: 

When reaſon things inſcrutable would trace, 

Or blind impulſe preſume to take its place. 


To his choice miniſterial gifts, was join'd 
Grace, in no common meaſure ; for his mind 
Had the impreſs of ſacred truth receiv'd; 
His faith was true, and, as he preach'd, he liv'd. 


W1TH true and deep humility adorn'd, 

$ Brethren of lower ſize he never ſcorn'd, 

E Nor envy'd his few-equals; ſtill was glad 

Of the ſucceſs and honour others had. 

& Tho? well content with a judicious few, 

The difference he of taſtes and talents knew, 
And would not (fill'd with indignation proud) 
Call a throng'd audience a ſtupid crowd. 

He bleſt the days, and wiſh'd they were renew'd, 
When Men of God, with choiceſt gifts indu'd, 
At once could teach divines, and charm a multitude; 
_ - | 


8 


= HE knew no flattery, yet would commend } 
What feebler minds did honeſtly intend, | 
And ſacrifice the critic to the friend. 4 
HE knew the world, being liberally bred, 

And humane nature carefully had read, 

But yet was ſtranger to low arts and tricks; 

The dove preſided oe'r his politicks. 


To reafon ſanQify'd in God's high fear, 
His appetites and paſſions ſubject were; 

But to the ſtricteſt way of life, he join'd 
candid, human, uncenſorious mind, 
and only on himſelf did burdens bind. 


TRUE to his own convictions, firm he ſtood 
o every thing he thought the cauſe of God; 
ho' he had early learn'd the art to pleaſe, 
ad noble friends, and might have riſen with eaſe; 
ed by his conſcience, he was fix'd to chuſe 
caute encourag'd by no worldly views; 
ay, not indulg'd ; (for Milliam was not come, | 
0 oreak the bonds, and cut the cords of Rome IN 


(48). 


And choſe it in the worſt of thoſe. bad times, 

When zeal for truth and liberty were crimes, 

And men, for being Proteſtants, wete ſent 

To loathſome jails, and hated baniſhment; 

Nay, gravely to th infernal pit confign'd, 2 
And told, God would not looſe what Prieſts ſaw fit to bind. 


YEr was no furious bigot, none of thoſe, 
Whoſe proud, cenforious, damning ſpirit ſhews, 
If they don't fill the godleſs tyrants place, 

'Tis owing unto providence, not grace. 

He own'd and loy'd all who our common Lord 
Serv'd faithful in diſpenſing of his word, 
Knowing God's kingdom is nor form, nor dreſs, 
Nor meat and drink, but peace and righteouſneſs. 

And from the ſpitit of thoſe falſe faints was free, 
Whole raging zeal burns up their charity. 


EvkE N when the moſt important truths did claim 
His able hand, and juſtly-honour'd name, 
He for the truth with calmneſs would contend, 
Nor call in human wrath to reach his end. 


DEAR Saint, had ſuch a ſpirit more prevail'd, 
Healing attempts had not ſo ſadly fail'd, 
Bcth liberty and truth had been maintain'd, 
Aad charity inviolate remain'd, 
And our aſſemblies: more like that above, | 
Where thoſe, who differ'd here, are one in perfect love, 
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